
Our roof appeal - WE DID IT!

Former KJCH boy comes good
John and his 2 younger sisters were raised at King Jesus Charity Home. 
At college, funded by GCT, John gained a Diploma in Education and is 
teaching in a government school in the Upper East Region of Ghana. 

He recently self-funded and completed a degree course at Valley View 
University, gaining a Bachelor of Education in Mathematics with First 
Class Honours. This will enable John to apply for more senior teaching 
posts or work in one of Ghana’s many private schools and earn a much 
higher salary. Congratulations John, we’re so proud of you.
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At the 
beginning 
of 2019 we 
reached our 
target to put 
a new roof 
on the main 
building at King 
Jesus Charity 
Home. The 
water damaged 

ceilings were repaired and the rooms 
decorated.  

The children are thrilled that they no longer 
have to put bowls out to catch the drips every 
time it rains. We also replaced the rusted 
window frames and the glass louvres, so the 
rooms are now watertight and comfortable.

Thank you to 
everybody 
who supported 
this project. 
The final cost 
was £15,036.27 
and we couldn’t 
have done it 
without you. 

Education Project
At KJCH, there are currently 103 students 
in some form of education, ranging from 
kindergarten to university. The schools and 
universities have adopted online learning and 
increasingly rely upon the internet to provide 
resources and information to students. The 
KJCH students lack access to the resources 
they need and are struggling to complete 
their homework. We aim to buy 22 laptops 
for KJCH so the students will no longer feel 
isolated as they cannot fully participate at 
school. 

The students also need trainers so they can 
take part in school sports lessons, and music 
keyboards to practise at home as they are 
studying music at school.

Also needed is a study supervisor to help 
the children with their home studies to 
enable them to catch up with their peers 
at school. We are seeking 3 years’ salary 
for this post at a cost of £1,200 per 
annum. All this will help the children to 
fully engage with their studies and get 
the best possible outcomes.

The total cost of 22 laptops, 5 second-
hand keyboards, 45 pairs of trainers 
and 3 years’ salary for the supervisor 
is £11,350. Our aim is to achieve 
this in time for the start of the new 
school year in September 2020.



Your generous support is appreciated and enables GCT to continue to improve the lives of the children 
at KJCH. All trustees and visitors to the orphanage pay their own expenses, not the charity.

Finances
In the financial year 1 April 2018 to          
31 March 2019, £12,036.90 to KJCH for 
school fees, food etc. plus £15,036.27 for 
the roof. We received £1,434.84 Gift Aid.  

The total sent to Ghana since the charity 
was established in 2004 is £195,593.17.

For more information, please visit our website; www.ghanaianchildrenstrust.co.uk, follow 
us on Facebook or email us at childrenstrust@yahoo.com or phone 0191 2816493. 

Write to: Ghanaian Children’s Trust, 6 Kirkstone Gardens, Newcastle upon Tyne NE7 7AN

Fundraising
We continue to have a strong core of regular 
donors and are extremely grateful to them 
all. They are the backbone of our charity and 
their role is essential. 

In June our annual Garden Party was a huge 
success, raising £739.02. Special thanks to 
Jane Wanless who was able to secure £500 
in matched funding from her employers, 
bringing the grand total to £1,239.02.

In September, 5 wonderful supporters 
completed the Great North Run, altogether 
raising £1,829.80 in sponsorship. They 
are Sheryl Morrison from Newcastle, Paul 
Wanless from York, Clare and Cathal Daly 
from Norwich and Ben Edusei from New 
Zealand. They’re all amazing!

Our annual dinner on 26 October was a huge 
success, raising £1,003.65 - more than ever 
before.  Every penny will be used to benefit 
the children in Ghana who so much need our 
help.

Future Fundraising Events
Ghana Independence Day Party 
Saturday 7 March 2020, 7-11pm 

at The Black Swan Centre, 67 Westgate Road, 
Newcastle upon Tyne NE1 1SG.

Concert - Gosforth & District Choir 
Thursday 7 May 2020, 7.30 pm 

at St Aidan’s Church, Princes Road, Brunton 
Park, Newcastle upon Tyne NE3 5NF.

Summer Garden Party
6 June 2020, open 10.30 am - 3.30 pm 

at GCT HQ, 6 Kirkstone Gardens, Newcastle 
upon Tyne NE7 7AN.

Trustees
Sadly, in August this year, one of our founder 
trustees, Margaret da Mina passed away after 
a long illness and we send our condolences to 
Margaret’s family and many friends. Margaret 
was a tower of strength to the charity until she 
resigned due to ill health in November 2018.  

Another founder trustee, Margaret Rouse, also 
resigned in November 2018 due to health 
problems. Margaret continues to maintain a 
keen interest in the charity and offer advice 
and support, for which we are very grateful.
Both Margaret’s worked hard on the charity’s 
behalf, helping with fundraising events and 
working together to use their expertise in 
compiling grant applications and composing 
our annual newsletter. 

Our current hardworking and dedicated 
trustees are Cath Dixon (Chair & Gift Aid 
Secretary), Jean Edusei (Joint Treasurer & 
Secretary), Gordon Wanless (Joint Treasurer 
& Minutes Secretary), Nana Kwabena Edusei 
II, Eileen Conaty, Colin Liddell and Colette 
Anson. Congratulations to Colette and her 

partner Liam on the 
birth of baby Rowan in 
November 2018 (just 
too late to make it into 
last year’s newsletter).

Student 
Volunteer
Since September, 
the charity has 
benefitted greatly 
from having a 
Newcastle University student, Alfie Hester, 
volunteer with us for 6 months as part of 
his studies. In the short time he’s been with 
us, Alfie has compiled grant applications, 
developed auctioneering skills at our annual 
dinner, and set up an Instagram account for 
GCT – please follow us on Instagram if you’re 
a user - @ghanaianchildrenstrust 


