Tony

Henderson

Saturday, January 26, 2013

Gran’s Ghana mission

Back in 1989, Jean Edusei made
her first trip from the North East
to Ghana. Now, just over two
decades later the grandmother
has a special bond with the two
places despite the distance.
SARAH SCOTT reports.

HEN Jean Edusei was

first introduced to

the orphan children

at the King Jesus
Charity Home, things were so bad
their beds were merely mats on the
floor.

But thanks to her dedication and
the work of her team of volunteers,
the lives of young children in Ku-
masi, Ghana, have been trans-
formed.

The 66yearold grandmoth-
er-of-three first visited Ghana in 1989
with her husband Joseph, who was
from one of the nearby villages.

From then on she made regular
trips every year, but it was in 2001
that she was introduced to the chil-
dren who would change her life, and
in turn she theirs.

“I go regularly because my hus-
band is a Ghanaian, I have been
going every year since 1989 but in

2001 I met up with the Guides in
Ghana,” explained Jean, who leads a
Brownie group in Lemington, New-
castle, and is heavily involved in
leader recruitment for Girl Guiding
in the city.

“Over the years I have been in
touch with them and got quite
friendly with them, the commission-
er in Kumasi is a good friend and she
took me to the orphanage.

“When she took me there they

really were in a poor state. They had
very little money and at the time had
35 children.

“They were crammed into three
small bedrooms in a bungalow and
they did not have the money to send
them to school.

“They were employing school leav-

ers who were coming in )
to teach the primary |aciail
children.” 0 >>
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