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first experience moved Jean
to such an extent that she
decided to use her connec-
tions with the Girl Guides in

Newcastle to start raising money for the
orphanage, whose building ended up
collapsing.

“The Guides in Newcastle decided to
raise money to build a new orphanage for
them and over the next three years we
raised £30,000 for them and put up a
new orphanage,” said Jean, of High
Heaton in Newcastle.

Jean took her first group of Guides
across to visit the area in 2003 and
together they spent a few weeks at the
orphanage.

“I go every year, sometimes twice a year
and I take the Guides every three to four
years, we went out in 2007, 2011 and the
next group go out in 2014,” said Jean, who
has three children with her husband
Joseph, 73, who is the chief of his village in
Ghana and is known as Nana Kwabena
Edusei II.

Jean, who has two daughters and a son
with Joseph, said the plight of the chil-
dren there shocked her into action.

“They were desperate for an education
and were not getting a good education.
We thought we needed to help them on
that side of things,” she said.

“The conditions they were living in
were awful, they were just sleeping on
mats on the floor. The biggest problem
was the lack of food.

“The shortage of money meant they

I
TRAVEL extensively, most of it for busi-
ness and usually selling Sevcon’s ex-
pertise and therefore, by association
the North East.

Since business in places like the Far East is a
social event, I get to talk to customers about
their lives and they hear from me about life in
the North East.

There are two things people say when I
mention where I live. “Ah, coals from Newcastle”
and “Would you like some Newcastle Brown Ale,
we have it on tap here!” The first is in a formal
meeting room, the second isn’t.

Not many of these people actually know
where Newcastle is in the United Kingdom and
depending on where you are in the world, its
position is fixed by, in the USA, reference to how
far north of London it is, or in the Far East how
far south of Edinburgh.

The reasons for the different geographic
points are quite simple really, Americans of a
certain age identify with London and the
Swinging 60s, the palace and shopping.

The Japanese and the Chinese play golf, drink
whisky and watch the castle on Hogmanay.

There is one thing that these people agree on
though; people from the North of England are
far friendlier than those from the South, gen-
erally meaning London.

A Sudanese taxi driver in Baltimore, who had
been a driver in Sunderland, once told me that
driving a taxi in London is crazy: “You have to
pass an exam!”

He preferred Sunderland as they told you how
to find a place. “In the beginning I never knew
where I was going in Sunderland but the fare
always told me when I was lost. The Londoners
never tipped me but the Mackems did.”

Over the 30 years I’ve been travelling to the
United States, several things have remained
constant. These include respect for the Queen,
for our special relationship and our engineering
skill.

There is a growing awareness of the North
East in most parts of the world. Obviously in
Japan, the Sunderland plant is well-known in
Yokohama, Nissan’s headquarters, but the Angel
of the North, Alan Shearer, the ubiquitous
Newcastle Brown and, with Premier League
football streamed to every part of the globe, “I’m
from Newcastle” doesn’t normally get a
“Where?” from the people I meet.

Our coal heritage still haunts us though.
Although most people accept that it’s been a
long time since we were extracting large
amounts of coal in the UK, we still struggle in
some places to be identified with the hi-tech,
world-class engineering, biosciences, chemistry
and low-carbon companies that we would like.

One thing Sevcon now does is to get more
customers to come to us. Over the past 12
months we’ve had customers from Japan, Korea,
China, Germany, Poland, France, Spain, Italy, USA,
Canada and Russia visit the Team Valley.

We tend to use Indian cuisine, the Quayside
and Gateshead International Stadium (as spon-
sors of Gateshead Football Club) for hospitality.
The customer generally goes away with a very
different view of the Tyne, both north and south.
Every little helps.

In general though, people from the North East
are seen as kind, polite, difficult to understand,
sometimes, and very good company. But we still
need to do more to tell our story.

Matt Boyle is president and chief executive of
Gateshead-based Sevcon
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A
MID a growing split in
his party over whether
the country should re-
main in Europe, the

Prime Minister announces he will
attempt to renegotiate the terms of
Britain’s membership and put the
outcome to a referendum.

After a few cosmetic changes, the
question is duly put to the vote, and
despite some passionate arguments
on both sides, the public decides by a
significant margin that the country
is better in than out.

But this is not necessarily a pre-
diction of what will happen if and
when a re-elected David Cameron
finally gets round to staging an
in-out referendum on EU member-
ship in 2017 as he promised this
week.

Rather, it is a description of what
happened when, in not dissimilar
political circumstances, Labour’s
Harold Wilson decided to try to heal
the divisions in his own party by
staging the original EU referendum
in 1975.

So will history repeat itself? Well,
the most remarkable similarity is
that the underlying consensus about
the economic benefits of EU mem-
bership has not actually shifted that
much in the past 38 years.

Nowhere is this more true than in
the North East, which had benefited
more than most regions from access
to the European single market and
also from European regional devel-
opment funding.

As North-East CBI director Sarah
Green said in a Journal column earli-
er this month: “The UK has ensured
its values of free and open trade have
been at the heart of Europe over the
last 40 years, helping to create one of
the biggest successes of the
European Union – the Single Mar-
ket.

“It’s essential for our region that
we stay at the table in Brussels
banging the drum for our in-
terests.”

The political consensus among the
three main parties, all of whom are at
least nominally in favour of remain-
ing in the EU, has not greatly altered
e i t h e r.

For all the adulation she was later
to receive from the Eurosceptics, it
should not be forgotten that the
then Tory leader Margaret Thatcher
stood foursquare alongside Mr
Wilson and the Liberals’ Jeremy

Thorpe in campaigning for a ‘yes’
vote in ’ 75.

Leadership of the no campaign
was left to the then relatively junior
Labour Cabinet ministers Tony Benn
and Peter Shore, along with the
right-wing Tory maverick Enoch Pow-
ell.

Messrs Powell and Benn will go
down as two of the greatest political
orators of the 20th Century, but
neither could make much impact on
what seemed at the time to be the
settled will of the public.

In other senses, though, things
have changed utterly since those
far-off days – and not just because it is
now the Conservative Party that is
split from top to bottom over the
European issue while the Labour
Party is relatively united.

The idealism about Europe that
existed in the years immediately be-
fore and after British entry has al-
most entirely dissipated, and while
people still appreciate the economic
benefits of membership, there is
much greater awareness of the polit-
ical downsides.

It is ostensibly because Mr Camer-
on senses this change in the public
mood that he now argues that a new
referendum is needed in order to
settle the question once and for all.

But in the week that another fall in
GDP left us facing the prospect of a
triple-dip recession, he undoubtedly
runs the risk that four years of un-
certainty over Britain’s position will
further damage the country’s eco-
nomic prospects.

For my part, I share the view of
those commentators who this week
pointed out that Mr Cameron’s
long-awaited speech on Wednesday
was not one he would once have
made.

In his early years as Tory leader,
weaning the party away from the
obsession with Europe that had
blighted its political prospects since
the early 1990s was a central part of
his modernising project.

The David Cameron of 2005 told
his party to stop “banging on” about
Europe because he knew that it put
the voters off and undermined his
attempts to reposition the party on
the political centre ground.

Mr Cameron evidently doesn’t be-
lieve that any more, but the results of
the 1997, 2001 and 2005 elections
suggest he may have been right first
time.

were living on rice and yams when they
were in season. The children had very
little protein so once the Guides had
finished fundraising for the building
some of the leaders who had been to
Ghana decided to set up the Ghanaian
Children’s Trust.

“That was towards the end of 2004
because we wanted to raise money to
provide on-going financial support to the
orphanage,” said Jean.

To date supporters of the Ghanaian
Children’s Trust have raised £103,000, this
is from the end of 2004.

“A large part of that comes in from
individuals, so from Guides, Rainbow and
Brownie groups and church groups who
make regular donations,” explained
Jean.

Since Jean has retired from her work as
a medical secretary, her work for the Trust
has become almost a full-time job, along
with her on-going work with the
Brownies and Guides.

Thanks to the support from the North
East, children from the orphanage have
had the opportunity to go on to higher
education with some even running their
own businesses.

“We have over the years made a huge
difference to the children’s lives out there
because they are now all in school,” said
Jean.

“Primary education is now free but
when they are ready for high school we
have to pay fees. We have a couple of
graduates who have been through uni-

versity and three or four at university and
various others at teaching college.

“Some are working and moving out of
the orphanage, they are marrying and
having children and supporting their
own families which is great.

“A lot of the kids were street children.
Now they have a chance to go on and do
something great in life,” said Jean.

One particular child Jean is very proud
of is a young man called Elvis, who is
26.

Jean said: “He was the first child we
sent to university, he did social sciences
and he is now back at university part-time
doing his Masters and also teaching. He is
still living in the orphanage but has been
looking after the children there now.

“We are very proud of him, he has a
girlfriend and is hoping to get married.
We have a lot of success stories like
that.”

She explained how thanks to dona-
tions from the people of the North East
some of the young girls have been able to
set up their own businesses.

“People in Newcastle have been very
generous with donations, we get a lot of
sewing machines which we take out and
the director of the orphanage, his daugh-
ter is a dress-maker so she has been
teaching some of the girls to do dress-
making,” said Jean.

“The first group of five girls have
opened their own business and moved
out of the orphanage and are running
their own business and have opened a

bridal shop. They are doing traditional
Ghanaian dresses as well as bridal wear. It
is based in Kumasi.

“We also have had guys go on to do
apprenticeships, one guy is running his
own car fitting shop,” she said.

Without the vital support from the
Ghanaian Children’s Trust and Girl Guid-
ing groups across Newcastle, many of
these young people would not have had
the opportunity to get any type of edu-
cation, let alone go to university.

“We make sure every child gets a
chance to go as far as they are able to. We
try to set them up with a future,” said
Jean.

“We were able to get grants from a
couple of organisations which enabled us
to set up water bagging plants.

“In Ghana packaged water is sold. We
got grants from a charity to do a borehole
at the orphanage to get a plant running
to package water and take it to others and
sell it. It’s providing employment for six
people, six of the boys who did not go on
to education run that and it brings in
money for the orphanage,” said Jean, who
added that the charity has bought a flock
of sheep and pigs which are being bred at
the orphanage and provide a valuable
source of protein for the children.

At the moment around 150 young
people are being supported by the char-
ity, with about 85 living at the orphanage
and another 50 being supported while
living with extended family.

But the charity’s work is far from done,

and Jean says they need the constant
support of the people in the region so
they can continue to help these young
people.

“I think the things I stress are we have
to continue with improving the diets for
the children, it’s getting better but it’s
very important,” said Jean.

“They tend to be much smaller than
children of the same age here because
they do not get the nutrients and it affects
how they study.

“They want the opportunity to be in-
dependent and support themselves
when they are older and they could not
do it without our help.”

And it is an continuing fight to keep
the support going between the North
East and the orphanage.

“It is on-going, as soon as we get one
project done another one comes along,”
said Jean. “When I was out there last year
I did a lot of teaching the children on
behaviour. When we take things out like
toys, because the children aren’t used to
having toys they will not know about
sharing.

“They run off with it and hide it in their
room which means no one else can play
with that toy. We are trying to get an idea
across that they have a central place for
toys and to take things and put them
back.

“At the moment they do not have that
trust. It comes of not having anything to
call your own.

“One little girl who came last year had

been on the streets since she was two,
she’s now 10.

“She was so used to having to struggle
to survive she had no concept of be-
longings and ‘that is mine and this is
yours’. She was causing quite an up-
r o a r. ”

She added: “It is very rewarding work, I
have watched the children who were
quite small when I first came over grow
up into adults and they have really ma-
tured.

“At the moment we are trying to raise
£2,000 so every child can have a Hepatitis
B vaccination, this costs £20 each and we
are looking to vaccinate 100 people.

“We will start with the oldest children
first, the ones at boarding school and
university as they are the ones at greatest
risk.”

Jean’s next trip to the area will be in
March, a part personal trip to see her
husband, who spends around nine
months out there carrying out his chief
duties, and also to spend time at the
orphanage.

The couple met at Newcastle College of
Commerce, which went on to become
part of Northumbria University, in 1962
while they were both studying and got
married in 1965.

The Ghanaian Children’s Trust website
is www.ghanaianchildrenstrust.co.uk.
Anybody wishing donate or to find out
more information, email childrenstrust
@yahoo.com or call 0191 281 6493.
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chance to go on and
do something great
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LOVE AND
SUPPORT Jean Edusei
of Heaton who set up the
Ghanaian Children’s
Trust to support young
people in Kumasi, Ghana

LISTENING EAR Jean with
husband Joseph, and left, with
children in Ghana


